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1895 


January 14, 1895 
“Living Faith” The Bible Echo 10, 2, pp. 9, 10. 


ATJ 


THE term “living faith” is strictly proper; because faith indeed is a 
living thing. The just live by faith, and no man can live by what has 
no life in it. As we can live only by that which brings life to us, and 
as we live by faith, it is plain that faith is a living thing. BEST January 
14, 1895, page 9.1 


Again, faith is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8) and He is a living 
God; Jesus is its Author (Hebrews 12:2), and in Him is life—He is 
the life. In the nature of things, that which comes from such a 
source must be of itself imbued with life. and as faith does come 
wholly from Him who only is the living God, from Him who alone is 
life, and not from ourselves (Ephesians 2:8), it is certainly imbued 
with life, and so brings life to men, by which we may live 
indeed.BEST January 14, 1895, page 9.2 


Again, faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17); 
that word is “the faith word” (Titus 7:9), that is, the word full of faith; 
and that word is “the word of life.” Philippians 2:16. Therefore as the 
word of God brings faith, and is full of faith; and as that word is the 
word of life, it is evident that faith is life, is a living this, and brings 
life from God to whom who exercises it.BEST January 14, 1895, 
page 9.3 


What life is it, then, which faith brings to men?—Coming as it does 
from God, through Jesus Christ who is the “Author of life,” the only 
life with which it is imbued and which it could possibly bring to men 
is the life of God. The life of God is what men need and what we 
must have. And it is the life that God wants us to have; for it is 
written: “Walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God.” Ephesians 4:17, 18.BEST January 14, 1895, page 9.4 





Jesus came that men might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly. John 10:70. “And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 7 
John 5:11, 12. And Christ is received by faith, and He dwells in the 
heart by faith. Ephesians 3:17. Therefore as the life of God only, 
eternal life, is in Jesus Christ, and as Christ dwells in the heart by 
faith, it is as plain as anything can be that faith brings the life of God 
to him who exercises it. BEST January 14, 1895, page 9.5 


It is the life of Jesus Himself that is to be made manifest in our 
bodies: “For we which live are always delivered unto death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh.” 2 Corinthians 4:11. And the life of Jesus is 
manifested in us, by Christ himself living in us; for “Christ liveth in 
me, and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the 
Son of God.” Galatians 2:20. This is living faith BEST January 14, 
1895, page 10.1 


Again He says, “I will dwell in them and walk in them;” “I will not 
leave you comfortless, | will come to you;” and “because | live, ye 
shall live also.” John 14:18, 719. It is by the Holy Spirit that He dwells 
in us; for He desires you “to be strengthened with might by His 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts.” 
Ephesians 3:16, 17. And “at that day’—the day that ye receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost—“ye shall know that | am in My Father, and 
ye in Me, and/ in you.” John 14:20. “And hereby we know that He 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us.” 7 John 3:24. 
And we “receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” Galatians 
3:14.BEST January 14, 1895, page 10.2 


“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, that the 
blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 
We must have the blessing of Abraham in order to receive the 
promise of the Spirit. The blessing of Abraham is righteousness by 
faith. See Romans 4:1-73. Having this, Abraham “received the sign 
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had.” And we, having this, can freely receive the promise of the 
Spirit circumcising the heart unto holiness and the seal of the 





righteousness of the faith which we had. Having the blessing of 
Abraham, and so being sons of God, Godsends forth the Spirit of 
His Son into our hearts. Galatians 3:26; 4:4-6. Having the blessing 
of Abraham, that you may receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith, then ask that ye may receive—yea, ask and ye shall receive. 
For the word of God has promised, and faith cometh by hearing the 
word of God. Therefore ask in faith, nothing wavering, “for every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened.”BEST January 14, 1895, page 
10.3 


Such is living faith—the faith that comes from the living God; the 
faith of which Christ is the Author; the faith which comes by the 
word of God; the faith which brings life and power from God to men, 
and which works the works of God in him who exercises it; the faith 
which receives the Holy Spirit that brings the living presence of 
Jesus Christ to dwell in the heart and manifest Himself still in mortal 
flesh. This and this alone is living faith. By this Christians live. This 
is life itself. This is everything. Without this, everything is simply 
nothing or worse; for whatsoever is not of faith is sin, BEST January 
14, 1895, page 10.4 


With such faith as this, that is, with true faith, there never can arise 
any question as to works; for this faith itself works, and he who has 
it, necessarily works. It is impossible to have this faith and not have 
works. “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything 
nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love.” Galatians 5:6. 
This faith being a living thing, cannot exist without working. And 
coming from God, the only works that it can possibly work are the 
works of God.BEST January 14, 1895, page 10.5 


Therefore anything that professes to be faith which of itself does not 
work the salvation of the individual having it, and which then does 
not work the works of God in him who professes it, is not faith at all, 
but is a fraud that that individual is passing off upon himself, which 
brings no grace to the heart, and no power to the life. It is dead, and 
he is still dead in trespasses and sins, and all his service is only a 
form without power, and therefore is only a dead formalism. BEST 
January 14, 1895, page 10.6 





But on the other hand, the faith which is of God, which comes by 
the word of God and brings Christ, the living word, to dwell in the 
heart and shine in the life—this is true faith which through Jesus 
Christ only lives and works in him who exercises it.BEST January 
14, 1895, page 10.7 


Christ Himself living inus; Christ in you the hope of glory; God with 
us; God manifest in the flesh now, to-day in our flesh, by the faith of 
Jesus Christ—this and this only is living faith. For “every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christis come in the flesh is of God: and 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christis come in the 
flesh, is not of God; and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them; 
because greater is He that /s in you, than he that is in the world.” 7 
John 4:2-4.BEST January 14, 1895, page 10.8 


Therefore, “Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your own selves.” Jesus said unto them and to us all: “Have the 
faith of God.” Mark 11:22, margin.BEST January 14, 1895, page 
10.9 


A. T. JONES. 





January 21, 1895 


“A Dead Formalism” The Bible Echo 10, pp. 23, 20. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


IT is eternally true that the only way in which we can ever possibly 
be separated from this world or from the people of this world, is by 
the presence of God going ever with us. “So shall we be separated 
from all the people that are upon the face of the earth.”BEST 
January 21, 1895, page 20.1 


Just here is the point where a dead formalism enters and takes the 
place of living faith. People want to be the Lord’s; they want to 
serve the Lord; they want to go to heaven; and knowing that this 
requires separation from the world, they “try to give up the world.” 
But instead of finding the living presence of the Lord by having faith, 
which of itself would accomplish all that is required and all that the 
heart can rightly desire, they undertake to separate themselves 
from the world and from the things that are in the world. This they 
hope to do by professing religion, joining the church, practicing the 
forms of religion, and “doing their best” to keep the commandments 
and obey the Scriptures. Not having the living presence of Christ in 
the heart to accomplish of itself the will of God and to work the 
works of God, they hope to supply the lack by practicing of 
themselves the forms of religion. But all this is only the form of 
godliness without the power, and can never bring peace to the mind 
nor rest to the heart. BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.2 


The profession of religion without the living presence and power of 
Christ in the heart and manifested in the life, is only a dead 
formalism. It matters not though it be profession of Christianity itself, 
and a practice of all the forms of service and of worship that pertain 
to Christianity; if Christ Himself is not a living presence and power in 
the heart and life, giving life to all the forms of service and of 
worship in which we engage, then it is all simply an outward service 
of mere forms and is therefore only a dead formalism.BEST 
January 21, 1895, page 20.3 





The forms even of Christianity can never give life to the observer of 
them. No; life is found only in Christ Himself, by a living faith. And 
having by living faith found Him who alone is life, He then is life to 
us and to all the forms too. Then all the service, and all the forms of 
service of Christ are always a delight. But to practice the forms of 
God’s service with the hope of getting life, instead of because we 
have the life of God, is a wearisome and vain procedure and a 
profitless business. BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.4 


The Lord gave the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 
righteousness which was obtained by faith without being 
circumcised. But they not having the righteousness which is by 
faith, sought to obtain it by circumcision itself. The outward sign of 
the presence of the Lord and his righteousness within, they made to 
take the place of that which it only signified. Circumcision was thus 
put in the place of Christ. And therefore in the nature of things, 
circumcision was looked upon and counted as the greatest of all 
things. And it was strictly logical that the rabbis should teach, as 
they did, that circumcision alone was “as great as all the other 
commandments;” and indeed that it was greater than creation itself, 
because God had created heaven and earth in order that men 
might be circumcised. See Farrar’s “Life and Work of Saint Paul,” 
pp. 226, 428.BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.5 


Again, the Lord gave His law—the ten commandments—first to give 
the knowledge of sin and cause it to “become exceeding sinful” that 
they might appreciate Christ, the Saviour from sin (Romans 7:13; 
5:20, 21); and secondly, to witness to the righteousness of God 
obtained without the law and by the faith of Jesus Christ. Romans 
3:20-22, Therefore the tabernacle in which the law was preserved 
was Called “the tabernacle of witness” (Acts 7:44); the ark in which 
the law rested was “the ark of the testimony,” and the tables on 
which the law was written were called “the tables of the testimony.” 
Testimony is the evidence which a witness gives; and therefore the 
ark of the testimony was the ark of witness, and the tables of the 
testimony were the tables of witness, as the tabernacle was the 
tabernacle of witness, and all because they held the law of God 
which was the witness to the righteousness of God which they were 
to obtain by faith in the mediation of Him whom all the services of 
the tabernacle typified. BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.6 





But they not having righteousness by faith of Christ, sought to 
obtain it by works of the law. Not submitting themselves to the 
righteousness of God, they went about to establish their own 
righteousness. Romans 10:3. Not having the presence of Christ in 
the heart to work the righteousness of God in the life and so fulfill 
the righteousness of the law in them, and seeking to accomplish 
righteousness themselves by the law, they perverted the law from 
the purposes for which God gave it, to purposes of their own— 
purposes for which God never gave it and never intended it at 
all. BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.7 


The ten commandments as men see them in the letter are but “the 
form of knowledge and of the truth’—the form of righteousness. 
Romans 2:20. He who looks at the law itself, and seeks to do it as 
he sees it, is seeking but a form of righteousness at the best. It is 
true that the law, even in the letter, is the perfect form of knowledge 
and of truth; but still it is thus only the form of it. And though a man 
conform perfectly to it as he sees it, still his service would be but a 
perfect formalism and he but a perfect formalist—such as was Saul 
of Tarsus. Philippians 3:16.BEST January 21, 1895, page 20.8 


But in Christ as the perfect life of the perfect form. As it is written, 
“The law was given by the hand of Moses; but the reality and grace 
was by the hand of Jesus Messiah.” John 1:17. (Syriac). That is, 
while in the law as it is in the letter and as men see it, is the form of 
knowledge and truth, in Christ is the very reality. Finding Him we 
find the very life of the law; for He is the living law itself. In Him we 
find all the depth and meaning of the law as it is in truth—the very 
righteousness of God Himself, which the law demands and which 
alone it will accept of us, but which it can never find in us till it finds 
Christ there. And finding Him in us, it witnesses to the 
righteousness of God which we have in Him.BEST January 21, 
1895, page 20.9 
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January 28, 1895 
“A Dead Formalism” The Bible Echo 10, 4, p. 28. 


ATJ 


UNBELIEVING Israel, not having the righteousness which is 0 
faith, and so not appreciating the great sacrifice that the Heavenly 
Father has made, sought righteousness by virtue of the offering 
itself, and because of the merit of his offering of it. BEST January 
28, 1895, page 28.1 


Thus was perverted every form of service, and everything which 
God had appointed to be the means of expression to a living faith, 
and which could not have any real meaning except by the living 
presence and power of Christ Himself in the life. But not having Him 
by living faith, His place was sought to be supplied with these things 
which were meaningless and lifeless without Him. And that which 
His presence alone could accomplish—their separation from self 
and from the world—was sought to be wrought by themselves in a 
rigid conformity to these, in their hands, meaningless and lifeless 
forms. And even this was not enough. For, not finding the peace 
and satisfaction of an accomplished righteousness in any of this, 
nor in all of it together, they heaped upon these things which the 
Lord had appointed for another purpose but which they had 
perverted to purpose of their own invention,—they heaped upon 
these things, ten thousand traditions, exactions, and hair-splitting 
distinctions of their own invention; and all, a//, in a vain hope of 
attaining to righteousness. For the rabbis taught what was 
practically a confession of despair, that, “If but one person could 
only for one day keep the whole law and not offend in one point— 
nay, if but one person could but keep that one point of the law 
which affected the due observance of the Sabbath—then the 
troubles of Israel would be ended, and the Messiah at last would 
come.’—Farrar Id., p. 37. See also pp. 36, 83. What could possibly 
more fittingly describe a dead formalism than does this? And yet for 
all this conscious dearth in their own lives, there was still enough 
supposed merit to cause them to count themselves so much better 
than other people that all others were but as dogs _ in 
comparison.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.2 
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It is not so with those who are accounted righteous by the Lord 
upon a living faith freely exercised. For when the Lord counts a man 
righteous, he is actually righteous before God. And in this he is 
really better than other people; and by this very fact is separated 
from all the people of the world. But this is not because of any 
excellence of his own, nor of the “merit” of anything that he has 
done. It is altogether because of the excellence of the Lord and of 
what He has done. And the man for whom this has been done, 
knows that in himself he is no better than anybody else; but rather 
in the light of the righteousness of God that is freely imparted to 
him, he in the humility of true faith willingly counts others better than 
himself. Philippians 2:3.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.3 


This giving themselves great credit for what the themselves had 
done, and counting themselves better than all other people upon 
the merit of what they had done—this was at once to land them fully 
in the complete self-righteousness of Phariseeism. They counted 
themselves so much better than all other people that there could 
not possibly be any basis of comparison. It seemed to them a 
perfectly ruinous revolution to preach as the truth of God that “there 
is no respect of persons with God.”BEST January 28, 1895, page 
28.4 


And what of the actual life of such people, all this time?—O, it was 
only a life of injustice and oppression, malice and envy, variance 
and emulation, backbiting and talebearing, hypocrisy and 
meanness; boasting of their great honour of the law, and through 
breaking the law dishonoring God; their hearts filled with murder, 
and their tongues crying loudly for the blood of One of their 
brethren, yet they could not cross the threshold of a Roman tribunal 
“lest they should be defiled!” Intense sticklers for the Sabbath, yet 
spending the holy day in spying treachery and conspiracy to 
murder.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.5 


What God thought and still thinks of all such ways as this, is shown 
plainly enough for our present purpose, in just two short passages 
of scripture. Here is his word to Israel—the ten tribes—while yet 
their day lingered:—BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.6 


“| hate, | despise your feast days, and | will not smell in your solemn 
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assemblies. Though ye offer Me burnt offerings and your meat 
offerings, | will not accept them: neither will | regard the peace 
offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from Me the noise of 
thy songs; for | will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let 
judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” Amos 5:21-24.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.7 


And to Judah near the same time He said the same thing, in these 
words:—BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.8 


“Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the 
law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose is the 

multitude of your sacrifices unto Me? saith the Lord: | am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and | delight not in 

the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to 

appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread My 
courts? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination 

unto Me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, | 

cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new 

moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble 

unto Me; | am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your 
hands, | will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many 
prayers, | will not hear: your hands are full of blood.BEST January 
28, 1895, page 28.9 


“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from 
before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” /saiah 1:10-18.BEST 
January 28, 1895, page 28.10 


The Lord Himself had appointed these feast days, and solemn 
assemblies, these burnt offerings, meat offerings, and peace 
offerings; but now He says He hates them and will not accept them. 
Their fine songs, sung by their trained choirs, and accompanied 
with instruments of music, making a grand display,—all this that 
they got off for wonderfully fine music, He called “noise,” and 
wanted it taken away.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.11 
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He had never appointed any feast days, nor solemn assemblies, 
nor sacrifices, nor offerings, nor songs, for any such purpose as 
that for which these were being used. He had appointed all these as 
the means of worshipful expression of a living faith by which the 
Lord Himself should abide in the heart and work righteousness in 
the life, so that in righteousness they could judge the fatherless and 
plead for the widow; and so that judgment could run as waters 
down, and righteousness like a mighty stream.BEST January 28, 
1895, page 28.12 


Songs sung in the pomp and stylish intonation of a vain show, is but 
“noise;” while the simple words, “Our Father” flowing from a heart 
touched by the power of a true and living faith and “spoken in 
sincerity by human lips, is music” which enters into the inclining ear 
(Psalm 116:2) of the Heavenly Father and brings divine blessing in 
power to the soul.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.13 


This and this alone is what He had appointed these things for; and 
never, never to be used in the hollow pretense of a dead formalism 
to answer in righteousness for the iniquity of a carnal heart. Nothing 
but the washing away of the sins by the blood of the Lamb of God, 
and the purifying of the heart by living faith—nothing but this could 
ever make these things acceptable to Him who appointed 
them.BEST January 28, 1895, page 28.14 
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February 4, 1895 
“A Dead Formalism” The Bible Echo, 10, 5, p. 37. 


ATJ 


EVEN this side of the cross of Christ, which itself should be the 
everlasting destruction of it, this same evil thing has exalted itself 
and has been the bane of the profession of Christianity everywhere. 
Very soon, unconverted men crept into the church and exalted 
themselves in the place of Christ. Not finding the living presence of 
Christ in the heart by living faith, they have ever since sought to 
have the forms of Christianity supply the lack of His presence which 
alone can give meaning and life to these forms.BEST February 4, 
1895, page 37.1 


In this system of perverseness, regeneration is through the form of 
baptism and even this by a mere sprinkling of a few drops of water; 
the real presence of Christ is in the form of the Lord’s supper; the 
hope of salvation is in being connected with a form of the church. 
And so on throughout the whole list of the forms of Christianity. Not 
content with thus perverting the divinely appointed forms of 
Christianity, they have heaped upon this, ten thousand inventions of 
their own, in penances, pilgrimages, traditions, and hair-splitting 
distinctions. BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.2 


And, as of old and always with mere formalists, the life is simply 
and continually the manifestation of the works of the flesh—strife 
and contention; hypocrisy and _ iniquity; persecution, spying, 
treachery, and every evil work. This is the papacy.BEST February 
4, 1895, page 37.3 


This evil spirit of a dead formalism, however, has spread itself far 
beyond the bounds of the organised Papacy. It is the bane of the 
profession of Christianity everywhere to-day; and even the 
profession of the Christianity of the third angel’s message has not 
entirely escaped it. It is to be the world-wide prevailing evil of the 
last days clear up to the very coming of the Lord in glory in the 
clouds of heaven.BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.4 
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For, “this know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5.BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.5 


This all-prevailing form of godliness without the power, and which 
even denies the power, is the dead formalism against which we are 
to fight the good fight of living faith. The living faith which is brought 
to the world in the third angel’s message, is to save us from being 
swallowed up in this worldwide sea of a dead formalism.BEST 
February 4, 1895, page 37.6 


How is it with you individually to-day? Is yours a dead formalism, or 
a living faith? Have you the form of godliness without the power? or 
have you by living faith the living presence and power of the living 
Saviour in the heart giving divine meaning, life, and joy to all the 
forms of worship and of service which Christ has appointed; and 
working the works of God and manifesting the fruits of the Spirit in 
all the life?BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.7 


Except as the means of finding Christ the living Saviourin the word, 
and the living faith of him, even this word itself can be turned to a 
dead formalism now as it was of old when he was on the earth. He 
said to them then (Revised Version), “Ye search the Scriptures, 
because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are 
they which bear witness of me. And ye will not come unto me that 
ye may have life.” John 5:39, 40.BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.8 


They thought to find eternal life in the Scriptures without Christ, that 
is, by doing them themselves. But “this is the record, that God has 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son,“—as we find him 
in the Scriptures, and not in the words of the Scriptures without 
Him. For they are they that testify of Him. This is their object. 
Therefore, “he that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life.” 7 John 5:11, 12.BEST February 4, 1895, 
page 37.9 
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“True godliness elevates the thoughts and actions; then the external 
forms of religion accord with the Christian’s internal purity; then 
those ceremonies required in the service of God are not 
meaningless rites, like those of the hypocritical Pharisees.’-—7he 
Spirit of Prophecy 2:219.BEST February 4, 1895, page 37.10 
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February 11, 1895 


“The Sure Interpreter” The Bible Echo 10, 6, p. 44. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


THE spirit of prophecy is the means through which Christ Himself 
gives the true understanding and right interpretation of His word. 
Christ is the Author of the written word of God. This word “holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” It was “the 
Spirit of Christ” in these holy men, which testified the things that are 
written and now preached unto us with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven. 7 Peter 1:11, 12.BEST February 11, 1895, page 44.1 


It being the word of Christ Himself, signified and testified by His own 
Spirit—by Himself through his Holy Spirit—it follows that He alone 
by that same Spirit is qualified to interpret that word and infallibly 
give the right meaning of it. The only absolutely sure interpreter of 
any writing is the author of it Himself. All others are liable to 
mistake, or fail to catch the real thought which the author intended 
to convey. How much more, then, is it so with the word of God— 
that word which is in meaning of eternal depth! How much more 
with this than with any other writing, are all others liable to mistake 
or to fail to catch the real thought of the Author! And how certainly 
therefore is the Author of this word the only one qualified to interpret 
it and to set forth its meaning! Christ alone, in His own proper 
person by his Holy Spirit, is the interpreter of His word. And that 
interpretation is_ infallible; because Christ alone possesses 
infallibility. Whoever else would presume to interpret the Bible and 
declare its meaning, would thereby put himself in the place of 
Christ. And this is the papacy.BEST February 11, 1895, page 44.2 


Christ alone is the interpreter of His word. And the evidence which 
He gives, the testimony of Christ, as to the meaning of His word, 
that is the meaning of it as He thinks it. That is the truth itself as it is 
in Jesus. And he who receives it thus receives the thought of Christ. 
And “the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.”BEST 
February 11, 1895, page 44.3 
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Consequently the one chief object of the gift of prophecy is to draw 
us to the word of God, and enable us to see there the “deep things 
of God;” to enable us to find there the precious hidden treasures; 
and to bring to understanding the things “that are hard to be 
understood.”BEST February 11, 1895, page 44.4 
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February 18, 1895 


“What Is Due to God, and What to Cesar” The Bible Echo, 10, 7, pp. 50, 51. 


ATJ 
ALONZO T. JONES 


“Render therefore unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s, and 
unto God the things that are God’s.” Matthew 22:21.BEST February 
18, 1895, page 50.1 


IN these words Christ has established a clear distinction between 
Cesar and God,—between that which is Cesar’s and that which is 
God’s; that is, between the civil and the religious power, and 
between what we owe to the civil power and what we owe to the 
religious power. That which is Cesar’s is to be rendered to Cesar; 
that which is God’s is to be rendered to God alone. With that which 
is God’s, Cesar can have nothing to do. To say that we are to 
render to Cesar that which is God’s, or that we are to render to 
God, by Cesar, that which is God’s, is to pervert the words of Christ, 
and make meaningless. Such an interpretation would be but to 
entangle him in his talk,—the very thing that the Pharisees sought 
to do.BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.2 


As the word Cesar refers to civil government, it is apparent at once 
that the duties which we owe to Cesar are civil duties, while the 
duties which we owe to God are wholly moral or religious duties. 
Webster’s definition of religion is,—BEST February 18, 1895, page 
50.3 


“The recognition of God as an object of worship, live, and 
obedience.”BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.4 


Another definition, equally good, is as follows:—BEST February 18, 
1895, page 50.5 


“Man’s personal relation of faith and obedience to God.’BEST 
February 18, 1895, page 50.6 


It is evident, therefore, that religion and religious duties pertain 
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solely to God, and that which is God’s is to be rendered to him, and 
not to Cesar; it follows inevitably that civil government can never of 
right have anything to do with religion, with a man’s personal 
relation of faith and obedience to God.BEST February 18, 1895, 
page 50.7 


Another definition which may help in making the distinction appear, 
is that of morality, as follows:—BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.8 


“Morality: The relation of conformity or non-conformity to the true 
moral standard or rule.... The conformity of an act to the divine 
law.”BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.9 


As morality, therefore, is the conformity of an act to the divine law, it 
is plain that morality also pertains solely to God, and with that, civil 
government can have nothing to do. This may appear at first sight 
to be an extreme position, if not a false one; but it is not. It is the 
correct position, as we think any one can see who will give the 
subject a little careful thought. The first part of the definition already 
given, says that morality is the relation of conformity or non- 
conformity to the true moral standard or rule,” and the latter part of 
the definition shows that this true moral standard is the divine law. 
Again: moral law is defined as—BEST February 18, 1895, page 
50.10 


“The will of God, as the supreme moral ruler, concerning the 
character and conduct of all responsible beings the rule of action as 
obligatory on the conscience or moral nature.” “The moral law is 
summarily contained in the decalogue, written by the finger of God 
on two tables of stone, and delivered to Moses on Mount 
Sinai."BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.11 


These definitions are evidently according to Scripture. The 
Scriptures show that the ten commandments are the law of God; 
that they express the will of God; that they pertain to the 
conscience, and take cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart; and that obedience to these commandments is the duty that 
man owes to God.BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.12 


Obedience to the moral law is morality; it pertains to the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, and therefore, in the very nature of the 
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case, lies beyond the reach or control of the civil power. To hate is 
murder; to covet is idolatry; to think impurely of a woman is 
adultery;—are all equally immoral, and violations of the moral law, 
but no civil government seeks to punish for them. A man may hate 
his neighbour all his life; he may covet everything on earth; he may 
think impurely of every woman he sees,—he may keep it up all his 
days; but so long as these things are confined to his thought, the 
civil power cannot touch him. It would be difficult to conceive of a 
more immoral person than such a man would be; yet the state 
cannot punish him. It does not attempt to punish him. This 
demonstrates again that with morality or immorality the state can 
have nothing to do.BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.13 


But let us carry this further. Only let that man’s hatred lead him, 
either by word or sign, to attempt an injury to his neighbor, and the 
state will punish him; only let his covetousness lead him to lay 
hands on what is not his own, in an attempt to steal, and the state 
will punish him. Yet bear in mind that even then the state does not 
punish him for his immorality, but for his incivility. The immorality 
lies in the heart, and can be measured by God only. The state 
punishes no man because he is immoral. If it did, it would have to 
punish as a murderer the man who hates another, because, 
according to the true standard of morality, hatred is murder. 
Therefore it is clear that in fact the state punishes no man because 
he is immoral, but because he is uncivil. It cannot punish 
immorality; it must punish incivility. BEST February 18, 1895, page 
50.14 


This distinction is shown in the very term by which is designated 
state or national government; it is called civil government. No 
person ever thinks of calling it moral government. The government 
of God is the only moral government. God is the only moral 
governor. The law of God is the only moral law. To God alone 
pertains the punishment of immorality, which is the transgression of 
the moral law. Governments of men are civil governments, not 
moral. Governors of men are civil governors, not moral. The laws of 
states and nations are civil laws, not moral. To the authorities of 
civil government pertains the punishment of incivility, that is, the 
transgression of civil law. It is not theirs to punish immorality. That 
pertains solely to the Author of the moral law and of the moral 
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sense, who is the sole judge of man’s moral relation. All this must 
be manifest to every one who will think fairly upon the subject, and 
it is confirmed by the definition of the word civil, which is as follows: 
—BEST February 18, 1895, page 50.15 


“Civil: Pertaining to a city or state, or to a citizen in his relations to 
his fellow-citizens, or to the state."BEST February 18, 1895, page 
50.16 


By all these things it is made clear that we owe to Cesar (civil 
government) only that which is civil, and that we owe to God that 
which is moral or religious. Other definitions show the same thing. 
For instance, sin, as defined by Webster is “any violation of God’s 
will;” and as defined by the Scriptures, “is the transgression of the 
law.” That the law here referred to is the moral law, the ten 
commandments, is shown by Romans 7:7:—BEST February 18, 
1895, page 50.17 


“| had not known sin, but by the law; for | had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.,"BEST February 18, 1895, 
page 51.1 


Thus the Scriptures show that sin is the transgression of the law 
which says, “Thou shalt not covet,” and that is the moral law.BEST 
February 18, 1895, page 51.2 


But crime is an offense against the laws of the state. The definition 
is as follows:—BEST February 18, 1895, page 51.3 


“Crime is strictly a violation of law either human or divine; but in 
present usage the terms is commonly applied to actions contrary to 
the laws of the state."BEST February 18, 1895, page 51.4 


Thus civil statutes define crime, and deal with crime, but not with 
sin; while the divine statutes define sin, and deal with sin, but not 
with crime.BEST February 18, 1895, page 51.5 


As God is the only moral governor, as His is the only moral 
government, as His law is the only moral law, and as it pertains to 
him to punish immorality, so likewise the promotion of morality 
pertains to Him alone. Morality is conformity to the law of God; it is 
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obedience to God. But obedience to God must spring from the heart 
in sincerity and truth. This it must do, or it is not obedience; for as 
we have proved by the word of God, the law of God takes 
cognisance of the thoughts and intents of the heart. But “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” By transgression, all 
men have made themselves immoral. “Therefore by the deeds of 
the law [by obedience] there shall no flesh be justified [accounted 
righteous, or made moral] in his sight.” Romans 3:20.BEST 
February 18, 1895, page 51.6 


As all men have, by transgression of the law of God, made 
themselves immoral, therefore no man can, by obedience to the 
law, become moral, because it is that very law which declares him 
to be immoral. The demands, therefore, of the moral law, must be 
satisfied, before he can ever be accepted as moral by either the law 
or its Author. But the demands of the moral law can never be 
satisfied by an immoral person, and this is just what every person 
has made himself by transgression. Therefore it is certain that men 
can never become moral by the moral law.BEST February 78, 
1895, page 51.7 


From this it is equally certain that if ever men shall be made moral, 
it must be by the Author and Source of all morality. And this is just 
the provision which God has made. For “now the righteousness [the 
morality] of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets; even the righteousness [the morality] of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe; for there is no difference; for all have sinned [made 
themselves immoral], and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 
3:21-23.BEST February 18, 1895, page 51.8 


It is by the morality of Christ alone that men can be made moral. 
And this morality of Christ is the morality of God, which is imputed 
to us for Christ's sake; and we receive it by faith in Him who is both 
the author and finisher of faith. Then by the Spirit of God the moral 
law is written anew in the heart and in the mind, sanctifying the soul 
unto obedience—unto morality. Thus, and thus alone, can men ever 
attain to morality; and that morality is the morality of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ;and there is no other in this world. 
Therefore, as morality springs from God, and is planted in the heart 
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by the Spirit of God, through faith in the Son of God, it is 
demonstrated by proofs of Holy Writ itself, thatto God alone 
pertains the promotion of moralitykKBEST February 18, 1895, page 


51.9 
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May 27, 1895 


“Catholicism V. Christianity” The Bible Echo 10, 21, pp. 162, 163. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


“HOW SHALL a man be just with God?” At each of the three great 
religious epochs of the world’s history—the deliverance of Israel 

from Egyptian bondage, the apostolic age, and the era of the 

Reformation—this has been the one great question at issue; and in 

our day it is again to be the great question at issue in the great 

controversy which is to be the culmination of all questions and of all 

earthly ages.BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.1 


EVERY MAN HIS OWN SAVIOUR 


How, then, are men made righteous—justified, saved from sin— 
according to the way of the Papacy?—It is by penance. Proof?— 
Here it is: “Penance, by which the sins that we commit after baptism 
are forgiven.” “The sacrament of penance, in which the forgiveness 
of sins is granted to the penitent."—Catholic Belief pp. 80, 366. 
One of these says that penance is the means by which the sins that 
we commit “after baptism” are forgiven. It is, therefore, important to 
know when, according to that system, baptism is to be 
administered; and by this to know how many sins can be committed 
before baptism. Here is the authoritative statement on that point: 
—BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.2 


“From what has been said, you may well judge how reprehensible is 
the conduct of Catholic parents who neglect to have their children 
baptized at the earliest possible moment, thereby risking their own 
souls, as well as the souls of their innocent offspring.’—Faith of Our 
Fathers, p. 313.BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.3 


WHAT IS PENANCE 


Penance being the means of justification, the way of salvation from 
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sin, what then is penance? Here is the authoritative answer:—BEST 
May 27, 1895, page 162.4 


“In the case of those who have fallen into mortal sin after baptism, 
when the guilt of such sin and the everlasting punishment due to it 
are forgiven, there still very often remains adebt of temporal 
punishment, to be paid by the sinner. This debt remains, not from 
any imperfection in the power of absolution in the sacrament of 
penance, nor from any want of efficacy in the atonement of Jesus 
Christ; but because by God’s will, chastisement for past sins helps 
us to compensate for the imperfection in our repentance, and 
serves as a correction.—Catholic Belief p. 191.BEST May 27, 
1895, page 162.5 


Now, what does the sinner’s salvation turn? and who is his saviour? 
—Plainly his salvation turns altogether upon the punishment; and 
as this debt of punishment is to be paid by the sinner himself, it just 
as certainly follows that the sinner is his own saviour. And thus 
penance, punishment, is the papal way of salvation. BEST May 27, 
1895, page 162.6 


Nor is this all; but the Lord Himself is made responsible for it, so 
that it is literally set forth as the divine way of salvation and the 
divine means of justification. For it is plainly said that this debt of 
punishment, to be paid by the guiltless sinner, remains “because by 
God’s will chastisement for past sins helps us to compensate [to 
pay] for the imperfection in our repentance, and serves as a 
correction.” As the Lord forgives both the guilt and the everlasting 
punishment of the sin, and yet by his own will has fixed it that the 
sinner must still pay a debt of punishment in order to be justified 
and saved, then it is certain that according to the papal system, 
God has made punishment, which is penance, the means of 
justification and the way of salvation.BEST May 27, 1895, page 
162.7 


And indeed this is also further stated by this same authority, as 
follows:—BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.8 


From this we see that ... He has not dispensed us from doing with 
the help of His grace what we can to punish ourselves for the 
offences and outrages we have offered to God. Good sense tells us 
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that this is both right and just."—p. 192.BEST May 27, 1895, page 
162.9 


Everybody who will think on the subject can easily enough see that 
instead of its being good sense, it is an utter lack of every element 
of sound sense that tells a man that it is in any sense either right or 
just that he should punish himself to save himself from himself. So 
essentially is punishment—penance—the papal way of salvation 
that even the dying thief, whom the Lord Jesus himself pardoned on 
the cross, is made to do penance. Here are the words:—BEST May 
27, 1895, page 162.10 


“The pardon granted to the penitent thief in the saving words: 
‘Amen, | says to thee, this day thou shalt be with me in Paradise’ 
(Luke 23:43), can not be taken as proof that we are dispensed by 
God from doing works of penance. That was a wonderful and 
special grace granted under extraordinary circumstances, namely, 
when the blood of redemption was actually being shed upon the 
cross; moreover, the dying thief, besides bearing testimony to the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, confessed his guilt, and, in the spirit of 
penance, suffered the torment of his crucifixion, and the cruel 
breaking of his limbs, as penalties justly due to his sins.—p. 
193.BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.11 


A DOCTRINE THAT MISREPRESENTS GOD 


This doctrine that men must punish themselves to save themselves 
springs from the utterly false, even heathenish, idea that God is 
harsh, stern, forbidding, and exacting, instead of gentle, loving, 
winning, and merciful. It looks upon him as so ill-tempered and 
stern that He has to be “moved” by men’s doings so well that they 
get Him into a good humour, and by punishment making 
themselves such pitiable objects that he can finally be persuaded to 
yield and “save” them. And here is that thought authoritatively 
expressed:—BEST May 27, 1895, page 162.12 


“We stand in continual need of actual graces to perform good acts, 
both before and after being justified.... The good acts, however, 
done by the help of grace before justification, are not, strictly 
speaking, meritorious, but serve to smooth the way to justification, 
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to move God.”—pp. 76, 77.BEST May 27, 1895, page 141.1 


Thus by her own showing, the god of the Papacy is of such a 
disposition and character that it is necessary for men, wicked men, 
to do “good acts” in order to move him; and then, after they have 
thus moved him, it is still essential that they shall pay “a debt of 
temporal punishment,” in order to induce him to allow them the 
justification which they have so hardly earned. To such a god as 
that it is no wonder that the Inquisition is a pleasing tribute. BEST 
May 27, 1895, page 141.2 


This is self-salvation as set forth by the Papacy. We will in our next 
article consider a few scriptures setting forth God’s way of saving 
men.BEST May 27, 1895, page 141.3 
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June 3, 1895 


“Catholicism V. Christianity” The Bible Echo 10, 22, pp. 170, 171. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


THE article on the Catholic doctrine of penance, which makes every 
man his own Saviour, closed last week with the statement: Thus by 
her own showing, the god of the Papacy is of such a disposition and 
character that it is necessary for men, wicked men, to do “good 
acts” in order to move him; and then, after they have thus moved 
him, it is still essential that they shall pay “a debt of temporal 
punishment” in order to induce him to allow them the justification 
which they have so hardly earned.BEST June 3, 1895, page 170.1 


THE FREE SALVATION OF GOD 


But such is not the God of the Bible, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Such is not his way of justifying men, His way of 
salvation. Here is His own announcement of His name, which is 
simply the proclamation of His character and His disposition toward 
all mankind: “I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and | 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee.... And the Lord 
passed by before him and proclaimed: The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin.” This is the true God.BEST June 3, 1895, 
page 170.2 


GOD A MERCIFUL BEING 


“Merciful’—full of the disposition to treat people better than they 
deserve. It is not to treat people as they deserve. It is not to treat 
people better than they deserve, in an outward way. It is not to wait 
till one is “moved” by good deeds and punishments to grant what 
has been thus already caused. No, no. It is the disposition, the very 
heart’s core of the being, to treat all persons better than they 
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deserve.BEST June 3, 1895, page 170.3 


This is the Lord, the true God. “He doth not afflict from the heart, 
nor grieve the children of men.” Lamentations 3:33, margin. “He 
hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For 
He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust.” Psalm 
103:10-14. His mercy is great above the greatness of the heavens. 
Psalm 103:4.BEST June 3, 1895, page 170.4 


RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH 


“Gracious’—extending favour. And that without measure; for it is 
written: “Unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ.” Ephesians 4:7. And the measure of 
the gift of Christ is but the measure of “all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily.” And this is the measure of the full and free favour 
that God has extended to every soul on this earth, just where he is, 
and just as he is. And this boundless grace to every one, brings 
salvation to every one in the same measure as is given the grace, 
which is the measure of the gift of Christ. For again it is written: 
“The grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all 
men.” Titus 2:11. The salvation of God is full and free gift to 
everyone; but He will compel no one to take it. The receiving of the 
free gift of God is the exercise of the faith which He has also freely 
given to every man. “For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8. 
“Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end the 
promise might be sure to all the seed.” Romans 4:16.BEST June 3, 
1895, page 170.5 


This is God’s way of justification; by grace, through faith; and of 
faith, that it might be by grace. “Being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God.” Romans 3:24, 25. Justification is the free gift 
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of God through the righteousness of Jesus Christ, who is altogether 
the free gift of God. For “as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men to justification of life.” Romans 5:78. 
And the receiving of this gift of justification, this gift of 
righteousness, as the free gift of God, which it is, this is the exercise 
of the faith which God has given. And this is justification, this is 
righteousness, by faith. “Even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; for 
there is no difference.” Romans 3:22. The faith being the gift of 
God, the righteousness which it brings and which it wrought by it is 
the righteousness of God. And this is righteousness, justification, by 
faith alone, of which, by her own boast, the Catholic Church knows 
nothing; and in so boasting advertises her utter lack of 
Christianity. BEST June 3, 1895, page 170.6 


TRUE REPENTANCE 


True, men are to repent, and they will repent when they find God as 
He is in truth, as He is revealed in Jesus Christ. For “it is the 
goodness of God” that leads men to repentance; and repentance 
itself is the gift of God. Romans 2:4; Acts 5:31. True repentance, 
being the gift of God, is perfect in itself, and needs no punishing of 
ourselves to compensate for the imperfection in it. But when the 
repentance is of ourselves, it has no merit that can bring to us any 
good, and all the punishment of ourselves that could ever be 
inflicted by ourselves or in ten thousand purgatories never could 
compensate for the imperfection of it. For it is simply impossible for 
any man to save himself by punishment or in any other way. BEST 
June 3, 1895, page 149.1 


The salvation, the justification, offered to mankind by Christianity is 
altogether of God by faith. The salvation, the justification, offered to 
mankind by the Papacy, is altogether of self by penance. The 
salvation offered by Christianity saves to the uttermost all who will 
receive it. The salvation offered by the Papacy brings to utter 
destruction all who follow after it. And yet the professed 
Protestantism of to-day recognises “Christianity” in the Papacy! 
Than this, nothing could possibly show more plainly how completely 
apostate such Protestantism is, not only from true Protestantism, 
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but also from true Christianity. BEST June 3, 1895, page 149.2 
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June 10, 1895 
“Catholicism v. Christianity” The Bible Echo 10, 23, pp. 179, 180. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


LAST week we considered the free salvation of God by the faith 
that is the free gift of God, the faith that works by love. BEST June 
10, 1895, page 179.1 


THE CATHOLIC DENIAL OF FAITH 


Now of this faith it is the boast of the Catholic Church that she 
knows nothing. This is the very doctrine of faith, and of justification 
by faith, which produced the Reformation and made original, 
genuine Protestantism. And of this faith, and of the Reformation 
which was produced by it, the Catholic Church speaks thus:—8EST 
June 10, 1895, page 179.2 


“As in revolutions the leaders try to gain the people over by the bait 
of promised independence, so at the time of the so-called 
Reformation—which was a revolution against church authority and 
order in religion—it seems that it was the aim of the Reformers to 
decoy the people under the pretext of making them independent of 
the priests, in whose hands our Saviour has placed the 
administering the seven sacraments of pardon and of grace.BEST 
June 10, 1895, page 179.3 


“They began, therefore, by discarding five of these sacraments.... 
They then reduced, as it appears, to a matter of form, the two 
sacraments they professed to retain, namely, holy baptism and the 
holy eucharist. To make up for this rejection, and enable each 
individual to prescribe for himself, and procure by himself the 
pardon of sins and divine grace, independently of the priests and of 
the sacraments, they invented an exclusive means, never known in 
the church of God, and still rejected by all the eastern churches and 
by the Roman Catholics throughout the world.... They have framed 
a new dogma of justification by faith alone, or by faith only.BEST 
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June 10, 1895, page 179.4 


“Luther invented, as we have said, the doctrine, and was the first to 
affix such a meaning to the word faith.... And from that period only 
there existed man who saw in the word faith, occurring so 
frequently in Holy Scripture, that which has never been seen by the 
fathers, doctors, saints, and by the whole Church of God.—Catholic 
Belief, pp. 365, 366, 374.BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.5 


THE FAITH OF THE CREED 


These extracts are enough to show, and they declare plainly 
enough, that the Catholic Church does indeed know nothing of the 
faith which is of God, and which, because it is of God, bears in itself 
sufficient power and merit to justify and save the sinner who will 
allow it to work in him the righteousness of God. What meaning 
then does she affix to the word “faith’? Here it is:—BEST June 10, 
1895, page 179.6 


“These texts, all of which refer to saving faith, prove beyond a doubt 
that not trust in Christ for personal salvation, but the faith of the 
creed, ... is the faith availing for justification—p. 370.BEST June 
10, 1895, page 179.7 


But who made the creed?—Men, and men only. Constantine was 
the chief agent in the making of the original Catholic creed, the 
Nicene Creed. Men being the sole authors of the creed, and “faith” 
being “the faith of the creed,” it follows at once that that faith is 
solely of themselves, of their own manufacture, and not the gift of 
God at all, and is therefore not true faith at all. For the true faith, the 
faith that really saves, is “not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
And it is as certain as anything can be that the Catholic faith is a 
base counterfeit that she would pass off upon all the world, and by 
force, too, to supplant the true faith.BEST June 10, 1895, page 
179.8 


It is not enough, however, to say that it is a mere human invention; 
it comes from lower down than that. And she herself has given us 
the means of tracing it to its original. Here it is:—BEST June 10, 
1895, page 179.9 
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“By faith is not meant a trust in Christ for personal salvation, but 
evidently a firm belief that Jesus is the Messias, the Christ, the Son 
of God, that what is related of Him in the gospel is true, and that 
what he taught it true.—p. 369.BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.10 


EXAMPLES OF THIS FAITH 


Now there are recorded in the Scriptures several examples of this 
same identical “faith” here defined. Here is one:—BEST June 10, 
1895, page 179.11 


“And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an 
unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, saying, Let us alone; 
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art Thou 
come to destroy us? | know Thee who Thou art; the Holy One of 
God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come 
out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he 
came out of him.” Luke 4:33-35.BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.12 


Here is another:—BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.13 


“And unclean spirits, when they saw Him, fell down before Him, and 
cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. And He straitly charged 
them that they should not make Him known.” Mark 3:17, 12.BEST 
June 10, 1895, page 179.14 


And here is another:—BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.15 


“And when he was come to the other side into the country of the 
Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out 
of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that 
way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with 
Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of God? Art Thou come hither to torment us 
before the time?” Matthew 8:28, 29.,BEST June 10, 1895, page 
179.16 


And yet another:—BEST June 10, 1895, page 179.17 
“Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to 


call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there 
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were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, 
which did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus | know, 
and Paul | know; but who are ye?” Acts 19:13-15.BEST June 10, 
1895, page 179.18 


In these examples there is every element of the “faith” above 
defined and set forth as the “saving faith” of the Catholic Church. 
Every one of these devils showed “evidently a firm belief,” and 
actually proclaimed it, “that Jesus is the Messias, the Christ, the 
Son of God”! And that legion of them that found a home with the 
hogs and set the whole two thousand of them crazy, showed also 
“evidently a firm belief that what is related of him in the gospel is 
true.” For from the beginning of the gospel in this world, it had been 
related of Him that He should bruise the devil’s head; and it was 
indeed related of Him that He should destroy the devil. And that this 
legion of devils had “evidently a firm belief’ that this is true is clearly 
shown by their terrified inquiry, “Art thou come hither to torment us 
before the time?” They thoroughly believed that this time of torment 
was coming, as it had been related; and what they feared now was 
that it was to befall them “before the time."BEST June 10, 1895, 
page 179.19 


The Scripture plainly states that that is just the kind of faith that it is. 
Here are the words: “Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble.” James 2:19. There 
is the plain word of the Lord, that this “faith” that is proudly set forth 
as the Catholic faith is simply the faith that the devils have. And it 
does not save them. |It has no power to change their lives. They are 
devils still. And, moreover, Jesus forbade them to preach this 
“faith."BEST June 10, 1895, page 158.1 
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June 17, 1895 
“Catholicism v. Christianity” The Bible Echo 10, 24, pp. 187, 188. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


TRUSTING A DEAD FAITH 


THIS is precisely “the faith of the creed.” It is of themselves and not 
of God. And being only of themselves, it is impotent to bring to them 
any virtue to change the life; it is powerless to work in them any 
good. Being incapable of working, it is a faith that is dead. And 
those who hold it, realising that it is lifeless and so unable to do 
anything for them, are obliged to give it the appearance of life by 
doing great things for it in the multiplication of dead works. For 
works that are not of faith, that are not wrought by the faith itself, 
are dead works. They are worse than valueless, for “whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin.” Any faith that is not able to itself to produce, to 
work, but works of God in him who professes it, is a dead faith. It is 
“the faith of the creed.” It is the “faith” of the devils. It is the “faith” of 
the Papacy. And when such “faith” is passed off for Christianity, it is 
the mystery of iniquity, wherever it is found. And therefore it is that 
the Scripture, immediately after describing this “faith” of the devils, 
exclaims: “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works 
is dead?” And then cites Abraham and calls to all, “Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?” 
James 2:20, 22. Thus the works by which faith was made perfect, 
were wrought by the faith itself. When the faith is living, the works of 
faith appear just as certainly as when the tree is living the fruit 
appears in its season.BEST June 17, 1895, page 187.1 


The only thing that will be accepted in the judgment is works. The 
only works that will be accept in the judgment are works of 
righteousness. And the only righteousness that will be accepted or 
countenanced in any way whatever in the judgment is the 
righteousness of God. And this righteousness is a free gift to men, 
and is wrought in man by faith alone—“even the righteousness of 
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
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believe; for there is no difference."BEST June 17, 1895, page 187.2 


It is true that “the church” says that “this faith,” “the faith of the 
creed,” this faith of the devils, “leads to trusting in Christ, and to all 
other virtues.” But it is a notable fact that it has not done this for the 
devils. And it is just as notable and just as apparent that “this faith” 
has not, in all these hundreds of years, led the Catholic Church to 
trusting in Christ nor to any other virtues. BEST June 17, 1895, page 
166.1 


FAITH ILLUSTRATED 


Rome gives an illustration to show the difference between the faith 
of Christ and “the faith of the creed,” and here it is:—BEST June 17, 
1895, page 166.2 


“To show the unfairness of taking the word faith, occurring in the 
Holy Scripture, in this new Protestant sense of trust in Christ for 
pardon, to the exclusion of any other dispositions or means, and not 
in the Catholic sense of belief in revealed truths, ... allow me to use 
the following illustration: Suppose a man afflicted with a grave 
disease sends for a physician of repute. The physician comes and 
prescribes, and to inspire the patient with more confidence, tells 
him, ‘Only believe in me and you will be cured.’ Can we suppose 
that the poor sufferer, on the departure of the physician, would say: 
‘| shall take no medicine, for the physician said: Only believe and 
you will be cured?’ This way of reasoning and acting seems 
impossible to be adopted in regard to the cure of the body, but 
respecting the cure of the soul it is an unhappy matter of fact that 
thousands of persons fall into this sad mistake.—Catholic Belief, pp. 
374, 375.BEST June 17, 1895, page 166.3 


Now there is not the least doubt that this statement perfectly 
illustrates the difference between the faith of Christ and Catholic 
faith, for it proceeds altogether upon the view that there is no more 
power or virtue in the word of God than there is in the word of a 
man; that the word of Christ, the heavenly Physician, has no more 
power to cure than has the word of an earthly physician. And that is 
indeed just the difference between true faith, the faith of God, and 
Catholic faith, “the faith of the creed."BEST June 17, 1895, page 
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166.4 


THE FAITH A POWER TO WORK 


True faith finds in the word of God, the word of the heavenly 
Physician, the living, creative, power of God to accomplish all that 
that word says. When the centurion asked Jesus to cure his sick 
servant, Jesus said, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion 
said, “Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” And 
Jesus himself decided this to be “faith,” and even “so great faith” as 
he had not found in Israel, and then said to the centurion, “Go thy 
way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his 
servant was healed in the selfsame hour.” Matthew 8:5-13.BEST 
June 17, 1895, page 166.5 


A nobleman also came to Jesus beseeching him: “Sir, come down 
ere my child die. Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, 
and he went his way.” And when the man neared his home “his 
servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. Then 
inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they 
said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. So 
the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said 
unto him, Thy son liveth; and himself believed, and his whole 
house.” John 4:46-53.BEST June 17, 1895, page 166.6 


This is faith, genuine faith. It finds in the word of God itself all 
sufficiency to accomplish all that the word expresses. And over and 
over again, in fact in all the cases recorded in the New Testament, it 
was believing the word spoken and thus receiving the power of that 
word to accomplish of itself the thing that was spoken—it was this 
faith that healed the sick, restored the palsied, made the impotent to 
talk, and forgave the sinner. This is believing God. This is 
faith.BEST June 17, 1895, page 166.7 


But when the word of God is held to be as powerless as the word of 
a man; when the word of Jesus Christ is held to be as empty of 
healing virtue as is the word of a mere human physician; when the 
word of the living God is thus reduced to the level of the word of 
men, and to all intents and purposes is received as the word of 
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men, and the words of men themselves, formulated into a creed, 
are really put in the place of the word of God; then such belief, such 
faith, is only of themselves and is as powerless and as empty of 
saving virtue as are the men themselves. It is the same story over 
again, of the effort of men to save themselves by themselves from 
themselves. And this “faith” that is altogether from men themselves, 
that stands only in the words and wisdom of men, this “faith of the 
creed” that is identical with the “faith” of the devils—this, by her own 
showing, by her own boast, and by her own illustration, is the faith 
of the Catholic Church. Very good. We accept her showing in the 
case. Undoubtedly it is the truth. The illustration is perfectly 
satisfactory.BEST June 17, 1895, page 166.8 
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June 24, 1895 
“Catholicism v. Christianity” The Bible Echo 10, 25, pp. 195, 196. 
ATJ 


SELF TO WORK OUT RIGHTEOUSNESS 


THERE is another statement that the Catholic Church makes which 
so clearly reveals again the essential nature of the “faith” which is 
held, and the salvation that is offered, by the Catholic Church, that it 
is worth quoting. Here it is:—BEST June 24, 1895, page 195.1 


“We seem to hear Jesus, our heavenly Physician, say: | died for all, 
and thereby prepared in My blood a remedy for all. If you would 
have the merits of My passion and death applied to you, to free 
your souls from sin, you must ... believe that | am what | declare 
Myself to be, and believe what | teach. Do also what | have told you 
to do, and then you shall have the merits of My passion and death 
applied to you and you shall be justified." BEST June 24, 1895, page 
195.2 


This is in very substance, and even in terms, the old covenant. It is 
identical with the covenant “from the Mount Sinai, which gendereth 
to bondage.” Galatians 4:24. Here are the terms of the old 
covenant, the covenant from Sinai. “Ye have seen what | did unto 
the Egyptians, and how | bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought 
you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and 
keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me 
above all people: for all the earth is Mine; and ye shall be unto Me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which 
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.” “And all the people 
answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do.” Exodus 19:4-6, 8.BEST June 24, 1895, page 195.3 


Their agreement to obey His voice indeed, was an agreement to 
keep the ten commandments indeed. For when His voice was 
heard from Sinai the ten commandments alone were spoken. And 
of these it is written: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for 
this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes 12:13.BEST June 24, 





42 


1895, page 195.4 


So that in substance this covenant from Sinai, just as certainly as 
this Catholic statement, says, | have done this great thing for you. 
Now, if you would have the benefit of it, believe what | teach, do 
also what | have told you to do, and then you shall have it and you 
shall be justified. And the people all said they would do it, and this, 
too, with the hope of being justified. These two statements are 
identical in substance and in doctrine. The thought of both is that 
man must do righteousness in order to be righteous, instead of first 
being righteous in order to do righteousness.BEST June 24, 1895, 
page 195.5 


MEANING OF THE OLD COVENANT 


It will not do though to say that as the Lord made the statement 
from Sinai, therefore this statement from Rome is truth. The Lord 
had a purpose in this covenant from Sinai even though it did then 
“gender to bondage.” That covenant from Sinai corresponds to 
Hagar in the family of Abraham. The children of that covenant, the 
people who entered into it, correspond to Ishmael, the child of 
Hagar. As Hagar was a bondwoman, so the child that was born of 
her was a bondchild. And thus she gendered to bondage. As Hagar 
represents the covenant from Sinai, and her child was a bondchild, 
so the covenant from Sinai gendered to bondage and the children 
of that covenant were bondchildren.BEST June 24, 1895, page 
195.6 


Moreover, Ishamael was “born after the flesh.” And as Ishmael 
represents the children of the covenant, so they were “after the 
flesh” and knew only the birth of the flesh. Knowing only the birth of 
the flesh, and minding only the things of the flesh, they thought 
themselves capable of fulfilling all the righteousness of God. The 
Lord knew full well that they could not do it; but they did not know it, 
and they would not believe that they could not do it. In order to 
convince them that they could not do it, and enable them to see it 
so plainly that they themselves would confess their inability to do it, 
the Lord gave them a full and fair opportunity to try. BEST June 24, 
1895, page 195.7 
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Within forty days they had fully demonstrated their utter inability to 
do what the Lord had told them, and what they had freely promised 
to do. They were in deeper bondage than ever. They were then 
willing to have the Lord deliver them from the bondage of sin to the 
liberty of righteousness by his own power, through His own word, in 
His own promise, even as He had delivered their father Abraham. In 
a word, they were then willing to attain to righteousness, to be 
justified, by faith, instead of trying to obtain it by works. They were 
willing to be children of promise, instead of children of the 
flesh.BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.1 


Having found by this experience that “the minding of the flesh is 
enmity against God, and it not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be,” they were willing to be born again and of the Spirit 
of God, rather than to trust longer to the ways of the birth of the 
flesh. Having found that by this old and temporary covenant they 
were /ost, they were willing to be saved by the new and everlasting 
covenant, which is this:—BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.2 


“| will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and 
| will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people; and they 
shall not teach every man his neighbor and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know Me from the least to 
the greatest. For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will | remember no more.”BEST June 
24, 1895, page 174.3 


In this covenant there is no “if.” It depends not upon what we shall 
do, but upon what God will go “unto all and upon all them that 
believe, for there is no difference. For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.”BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.4 


A WICKED PERVERSION 


Such was the covenant from Sinai, such was its nature, and such 
its purpose. And that the recording of it, with the nature and 
experience of those who caused it to be made and who entered into 
it, was necessary for future ages, is demonstrated by this repetition 
of it in the Catholic system of “faith.” That covenant was faulty, as it 
rested upon the promise of the people to obey God’s law without 
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faith in Jesus Christ; but this repetition of it is infinitely faulty and 
altogether bad, as compared with the original example. For there, 
although it was their own sinfulness and self-righteousness that led 
to the making of it, yet through the sad experience of it God would 
draw them away from themselves to the knowledge of Christ; while 
here and in this, the Papacy takes the very revelation of the gospel 
of Christ itself and perverts it into the old covenant, and through this 
perversion draws men away from Christ to the exaltation of self. It 
puts the old covenant in the place of the new. It puts works in the 
place of faith. It puts bondage in the place of freedom. It puts 
ceremonies in the place of Christ. And it puts man in the place of 
God.BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.5 


This is the Papacy, and this her doctrine of “faith.” And as God said 
of Hagar and Ishmael in the family of Abraham, and of the covenant 
from Sinai and its children in the family of Israel, so He says of this 
same wicked thing as it would be in the family of Christianity: “Cast 
out the bondwoman and her son; for the son of the bondwoman 
shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” Galatians 
4:30.BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.6 


There never was a truer description of the Papacy than that it is “a 
method of forgetting God, which shall pass as a method of 
remembering Him.”BEST June 24, 1895, page 174.7 
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July 15, 1895 


“The Pope’s Letter to the English People” The Bible Echo 10, 28, pp. 217, 
218. 


ATJ 


POPE LEO XIII. has written a letter to “the English people who seek 
the kingdom of Christ in the unity of the faith.” All professed 
Christians seek the unity of the faith, and therefore the pope 
addresses all the professed Christians of England.BEST July 15, 
1895, page 217.1 


This is not the first time the Papacy has attempted to persuade the 
English people to return to the “unity of the [Roman Catholic] faith.” 
A notable attempt was made just three hundred and seven years 
ago.BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.2 


In May, 1588, the Papacy sent one hundred and fifty messengers to 
England to argue with the English people and persuade them to 
return to the Roman Catholic faith. Twelve of these messengers 
were named after the twelve apostles, and others were named after 
the “saints."BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.3 


While these messengers were apostolic in name, and were 
commissioned by the professed vicar of Christ, Pope Sixtus V., they 
were not apostolic men armed only with the “sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God,” but instead they were huge battle ships, 
armed and equipped with 2,088 galley slaves, 8,000 sailors, 20,000 
soldiers, 2,650 cannon, 123,790 rounds of shot, and 517,500 
pounds of powder. 1See American Encyclopedia, article, “Armada;” also 
History of Protestantism, by Wylie, Vol. 3, chap. 17.BEST July 15, 1895, 


page 217.4 


Beside being equipped with these ordinary death-dealing 
arguments of war, these papal messengers, which history calls the 
“Spanish Armada,” 2“The great expedition sent out against England in 1511 
by Philip of Spain. His principal motive for this enterprise was the desire to strike 
a decisive blow at the Protestant faith of which England was then the 


bulwark.”—Encyclopedia Britannica. and which Roman Catholics were 
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pleased to call the “Invincible Armada,” were equipped with still 
other papal arguments which were to be used to restore the unity of 
the faith in special cases, wherein the ordinary war arguments 
failed. These special arguments were the torture instruments 9S°™¢ 
of these torture instruments captured from the defeated Armada can be seen in 


the British Museum. of the “Holy Office of the Inquisition;” and to insure 


the effective application of these arguments, Don Martin Allacon, 
Administrator and Vicar-General of the “Holy Office,” accompanied 
these satanic instruments of cruelty. BEST July 15, 1895, page 
217.5 


However, this Armada argument was but one in a series of papal 
measures intended to persuade the English people to return to their 
allegiance to the pope. Before sending the Armada, and with a view 
to weakening the loyalty of the English people to the queen of 
England as a preparation for it, the pope hurled a bull of 
excommunication against the queen, from which the following is 
extracted:—BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.6 


“We do, out of the fullness of our apostolic power, declare the 
aforesaid Elizabeth, being a heretic, and a favorer of heretics, and 
her adherents in the matter aforesaid, to have incurred the 
sentence of anathema, and to be cut off from the unity of the body 
of Christ. And, moreover, we do declare her to be deprived of her 
pretended title to the kingdom aforesaid, and of all dominion, 
dignity, and privilege whatsoever.... And we do command and 
interdict all and every the noblemen, subjects, people, and others 
aforesaid, that they presume not to obey her or her monitions, 
mandates, and laws; and those that shall do the contrary, we do 


strike with the like sentence of anathema. 4History of Protestantism, Vol. 
3, chap. 16. BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.7 


This excommunication was followed by papal attempts to 
assassinate the queen, and then came the pope-blessed “Invincible 
Armada,” which was heroically fought and finally defeated and 
driven off by the much inferior navy of England. One of the 
stratagems used by the English to save themselves from the choice 
of a terrible death or unity with Rome. On the night of August 7, the 
English loaded eight ships with combustible material, smeared their 
masts with tar, sailed them near the Spanish fleet and then set 
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them on fire, with the hoped-for result that the Spaniards took flight 
and sailed away, after which the English ships and a terrible storm 
completed their defeat and almost complete destruction. BEST July 
15, 1895, page 217.8 


WHY PRESENT TACTICS DIFFER 


This is a brief description of the failure of an old papal method of 
securing the unity of the faith. But why does not Pope Leo XIII. now 
use the methods of his “infallible” predecessor, Pope Sixtus V.? 
Why don’t he send an Armada instead of an “Apostolic Letter’? It 
cannot be because the papacy has discarded these antichristian 
methods, for this is impossible, since Pope Leo X. “infallibly” 
condemned Luther’s proposition that “to burn heretics is contrary to 
the will of the Holy Ghost,” thus “infallibly” sanctioning the practice 
of burning heretics. Again, Pope Pius IX., the immediate 
predecessor of the present pope, as late as 1851, “infallibly” 
condemned the proposition, “The church has not the power of 
availing herself of force or any direct or indirect temporal 
power.”BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.9 


No; the Papacy has not disavowed andcannot disavow the 
methods used in the Middle Ages to secure the “unity of the faith,” 
without destroying the doctrine of “infallibility’ which is has 
“infallibly” proclaimed.BEST July 15, 1895, page 217.10 


Why is it then that Leo XIII. now speaks to the English people with 
“the deep tones of sympathetic feeling” °'h's expression is used by the 
New York Sun’s Romans Catholic correspondent, writing from Rome in that paper 
of May 5, in praise of the pope’s letter to the English people. instead of with 


the deep-toned roar of Spanish cannon?BEST July 15, 1895, page 
196.1 


Since it cannot be because of a change in the papacy it must be 
because of a change in circumstances. Here lies the truth. When 
the Spanish Armada attempted the destruction of Protestantism in 
England, the papacy controlled the greater part of Western Europe. 
Spain was a great naval power, while England was much inferior in 
naval resources, with only about four million people. To-day the 
Papacy is shown of its temporal power, Spain though still Roman 
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Catholic has lost its naval prestige, while England is the strongest 
naval power in the world.BEST July 15, 1895, page 196.2 


THE OLD PRINCIPLE STILL ACTIVE 


That Rome would do the same now as she did in the sixteenth 
century is also made evident by present papal practices in Catholic 
countries. In Roman Catholic South America Protestant 
missionaries are persecuted. And when the Methodist ministers of 
Chicago petitioned Satolli a few months ago to petition the pope to 
secure religious liberty for Protestant missionaries in that country, 
Satolli coolly replied by sending them a copy of the pope’s letter 
calling the governments and people of the world back into the 
Roman Catholic Church, thus in reality saying, “You can have 
religious freedom in Catholic South America only by joining the 
Catholic Church.”BEST July 15, 1895, page 196.3 


Again, Protestant missionaries have been mobbed and driven from 
the Caroline Islands by Roman Catholics; and only a few weeks 
ago, Roman Catholic Spain peremptorily denied the request of the 
Government of the United States that American missionaries be 
allowed to return to the Caroline Islands.BEST July 15, 1895, page 
196.4 


And almost simultaneously with the pope’s letter to England, he 
sent one to Hungary commending the organization of a distinct 
Roman Catholic political party with the object of securing the repeal 
of liberal measures recently passed in that country, placing all 
religious denominations on an equal footing before the law. But the 
pope, acting in that country in accordance with his recent encyclical 
to America, demands “in addition to liberty, the favor of the laws 
and the patronage of the public authority.”,BEST July 15, 1895, 
page 196.5 


For these and other reasons that might be cited, the English people 
ought not to be deceived by this letter which the New York Sun’s 
Rome correspondent, himself a Roman Catholic says is written 
“with delicate tact, in the most flattering tone,” and “drawn at long 
sight” with “infinite ecclesiastical ambition.” It is the papal policy to 
use force when in power, and flattery when seeking power; and it is 
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astonishing that so many Protestants are so credulous and short 
sighted as not to see in the flattery and the “deep-toned sympathy” 
of the pope, a deep-laid plot “drawn at long sight,” to regain the 
supremacy of the world.BEST July 15, 1895, page 196.6 


And it is only a false charity that would silence the cry of warning 
because the plottings of the pope for the world’ supremacy are 
carried on with “delicate tact” instead of defiant temerity; with the 
“flattering tone,” instead of the “Invincible Armada.”BEST July 15, 
1895, page 196.7 


May God save the Protestants of England and the world from being 
deceived by this siren song and flattering tone of the pope into 
compromising with Rome. And may the same God save Roman 
Catholics themselves from the tyranny which will follow the triumph 
of their own system. To this end we labor and pray.—American 
Sentinel.BEST July 15, 1895, page 196.8 
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October 7, 1895 


“Purifying Politics” The Bible Echo 10, 40, pp. 316, 317. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


SPEAKING of an amendment to the Constitution that should purify 
American politics by giving the religion of Jesus Christ a place in the 

Government, Dr. McAllister says:—SEST October 7, 1895, page 
316.1 


“Finally, the proposed Amendment will draw to the administration of 
the Government such men as the law of God requires,—not the 
reckless, the unprincipled, the profane but able men, who fear God 
and hate covetousness.’—Christian Statesman, Dec. 27, 
1888.BEST October 7, 1895, page 316.2 


This thing has been tried several times, and always with the same 
result, namely, to make corruption more corrupt. Given, human 
nature what it is, and make profession of religion a qualification for 
governmental favor, or political preference, and the inevitable result 
will always be that thousands will profess the required religion 
expressly to obtain political preferment, and for no other reason; 
and so to dishonest ambition is added deliberate hypocrisy. BEST 
October 7, 1895, page 316.3 


CONSTANTINE’S EXAMPLE 


The first to employ this method was he to whom can be traced 
almost every ill that Christianity has suffered (this last one being by 
no means the least),—Constantine. He made the bishop of Rome a 
prince of the empire, and clothed the inferior bishops with such 
power that they not only ruled as princes, but imitated the princes in 
pride, luxury, worldly pomp, and hateful haughtiness,—imitated the 
princes in these, and imitated the emperor in persecuting with 
relentless vigor all who differed with them in faith. And the bishop of 
Rome, above all in rank, held the supremacy also in pride, 
arrogance, and profusion of luxury, to such a degree that one of 
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most eminent of the heathen writers exclaimed, either in envy or 
indignation, “Make me bishop of Rome and | will be a 
Christian.”"BEST October 7, 1895, page 316.4 


Nor were the governmental favors of Constantine confined to the 
bishops; they extended to all orders; and by the promise of a white 
garment, and twenty pieces of gold to every convert, there was 
secured in a single year the baptism of no fewer than twelve 
thousand men, besides a proportionate number of women and 
children. See Gibbon, “Decline and Fall of Rome,” chap. 20, par. 
17. And the inevitable consequence was that “formalism succeeded 
faith, and religion fled from a station among the rulers of 
Christendom to shelter in her native scenes among the suffering 
and the poor.” Was politics purified there? No! religion was 
corrupted and faith debased; and amidst and by it all, were taken 
the widest and most rapid strides of the Church of Rome toward 
that fearful height of power and depth of degradation which was the 
astonishment and the shame of the world.BEST October 7, 1895, 
page 316.5 


A LESSON FROM LOUIS XIV 


Another notable instance was Louis XIV. of France. The early part 
of his reign was a time of much license; “but in his old age he 

became religious; and he determined that his subjects should be 

religious too. He shrugged his shoulders and knitted his brows if he 

observed at his levee, or near his dinner table; any gentleman who 

neglected the duties enjoined by the church. He rewarded piety with 

blue ribands, pensions, invitations to Marlé, governments, and 

regiments. Forthwith Versailles became in everything but dress, a 

convent. The pulpits and confessionals were surrounded by swords 

and embroidery. The marshals were much in prayer; and there was 

hardly one among the dukes and peers who did not carry good little 

books in his pocket, fast during lent, and communicate at Easter. 

Madame de Maintenon, who had a great share in the blessed work, 

boasted that devotion had become quite the fashion.” BEST October 
7, 1895, page 316.6 


And was politics purified?—With a vengeance! We read on: “A 
fashion indeed it was; and like a fashion it passed away. No sooner 
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had the old king been carried to St. Denis than the whole court 
unmasked. Every man hastened to indemnify himself, by the 
excess of licentiousness and impudence, for years of mortification. 
The same persons who, a few months before, with meek voices 
and demure looks, had consulted divines about the state of their 
souls, now surrounded the midnight table, where, amidst the 
bounding champagne corks, a drunken prince, enthroned between 
Dubois and Madame de Parabere, hiccoughed out atheistical 
arguments and obscene jests. The early part of the reign of Louis 
XIV. had been a time of license; but the most dissolute men of that 
generation would have blushed at the orgies 
Regency.’—Macaulay’s Essay on Leigh HuntBEST October 7, 
1895, page 316.7 


THE PURITAN PARLIAMENT 


But undoubtedly the most notable instance of all is that of the 
Puritan rule, of the Commonwealth of England. “It was solemnly 
resolved by Parliament “that no person shall be employed but such 
as the House shall be satisfied of his real godliness.” The pious 
assembly had a Bible lying on the table for reference.... To know 
whether a man was really godly was impossible. But it was easy to 
know whether he had a plain dress, lank hair, no starch in his linen, 
no gay furniture in his house; whether he talked through his nose, 
and showed the whites of his eyes; whether he named his children 
Assurance, Tribulation, and Maher-shalal-hash-baz; whether he 
avoided Spring Garden when in town, and abstained from hunting 
and hawking when in the country; whether he expounded hard 
scriptures to his troops of dragoons, and talked in a committee of 
ways and means about seeking the Lord. These were tests which 
could easily be applied. The misfortune was that they proved 
nothing. Such as they were, they were employed by the dominant 
party. And the consequence was that a crowd of impostors, in every 
walk of life, began to mimic and to caricature what were then 
regarded as the outward signs of sanctity.”—Ibid. Thus has it ever 
been, and thus will it ever be, where governments, as such, attempt 
to propagate a religion. BEST October 7, 1895, page 299.1 


LESSONS OF THE FIRST CENTURIES 
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Yet in the very face of these plainest dictates of pure reason, and 
these most forcible lessons of history, and in utter defiance of all the 
teaching of universal history itself, men, with that persistence which 
is born of the blindness of bigoted zeal, are working, and will 
continue to work, with might and main, to bring upon this dear land 
all this fearful train of disorders. Their movement reminds us of 
nothing so much as of these quack medicines that are so abundant, 
warranted to cure every ill that is known to the human body; while at 
the same time they will create a thousand ills that the human 
system has never known before. As with these, so with this 
movement to purify politics say making religious qualification a test 
for holding office; it is warranted to cure all the ills of the body 
politic, while, as anyone with half an eye can see, it bears in its 
hands a perfect Pandora’s box, wide open, to inflict its innumerable 
evils upon our country. And, as they will learn when it is too late, 
they will have no power to retain even hope. She herself will have 
flown away, and nothing remain but utter, irretrievable, awful 
ruin.BEST October 7, 1895, page 299.2 
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December 16, 1895 
“Theory and Principle” The Bible Echo 10, 49, p. 387. 


ATJ 
A. T. JONES 


THE theory of separation of church and state, the theory of true 
religious liberty, is accepted almost universally, but the principle is 
very little held. There is a vast difference between the theory and 
the principle. And until men get the principle in its purity, they 
cannot be prepared for the application of it.BEST December 16, 
1895, page 387.1 


Now to illustrate what | mean by the statement that the principle of 
the separation of church and state is not largely accepted and held 
by men, while the theory of it is as a matter of fact almost 
universally accepted: men will say that they do no believe in the 
union of church and state ... over and over positions are taken and 
things are done by them which are as directly a union of church and 
state as anything any Papist or Puritan ever did.BEST December 
16, 1895, page 387.2 


Why, do you not know that it is the literal truth that you cannot find a 
churchman anywhere, and scarcely a Catholic even, who will not 
tell you that he does not believe in “a union of church and state”? 
Even the pope does not believe (?) in the union of church and state. 
He has said so in his encyclical. Yet religio-political reformers and 
Catholics, up to the pope, in every position that they take and in 
everything they do, directly involve and carry into effect the union of 
church and state. these all have a theory of separation of church 
and state; but not one of them has any idea of the principle. In 
saying they “do not believe in union of church and state,” they do 
not know what they are talking about. It is a universal truth that 
every man who has only the theory of a thing—whether it be this or 
any other matter—will constantly violate the principle, however 
loudly he may profess and proclaim the theory. Nothing but the 
essential principles of things will ever hold a man straight, and 
these will do it. BEST December 16, 1895, page 387.3 
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